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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Former NBA star promotes study abroad programs 
Former NBA star Steve Kerr honed his basketball skills on outdoor 
courts in Cairo. He climbed Egyptian pyramids and went to grade 
school with kids from hundreds of different countries. 
These experiences, he said, were priceless. Kerr urged Grand Valley 
students to find their own experiences overseas during a February 18 
presentation in the Cook-DeWitt Center. The Office of International 
Education sponsored Kerr 's lecture; staff members hope it generates 
interest in study abroad programs. 
Kerr was born in Beirut, Lebanon, and went to school in several regions 
of the Middle East when his father, Malcolm Kerr, was a university pro-
fessor. He said cultural understanding in the post-9/11 era is especially 
important. 
"Our natural inclination is to back off from other cultures and put labels 
on everyone," Kerr said. "But the dangers that brings are a division of 
people and a division of cultures. There is still a fear of America, and 
that's why cultural exchange is so important." 
Kerr donated his speaker 's honorarium to Playing for Peace, a non-prof-
it organization that uses basketball to develop leaders in regions of the 
world historically separated by strife. Playing for Peace operates in 
South Africa and Northern Ireland. 
Photo by Adam Bird 
Steve Kerr signs an autograph for a student following his presentation 
in the Cook-DeWitt Center on study abroad programs and interna-
tional understanding. 
Now a NBA analyst for Turner Sports, Kerr won championships as a 
player with the Chicago Bulls (1996 , 1997 and 1998) and San Antonio 
Spurs (1999 and 2003). 
Across Campus 
Grand Valley chefs 
go for the gold 
Grand Valley's Fresh Food Co. in the 
Commons has never seen such nervous antici-
pation as it did during the Chef Challenge on 
February 18. 
The competition pitted Grand Valley's chefs 
against culinary teams from Central Michigan 
and Saginaw Valley State universities in a 
Food Network "Iron Chef'-style contest of 
cooking skills and food savvy. 
The three teams, working side by side, had 
exactly an hour to prepare five servings of 
four dishes - an appetizer, soup , salad, and 
entree - in front of an audience of several 
hundred. They had chosen their main ingredi-
ents beforehand , but the competition's secret 
weapon - the "mystery ingredient" required 
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to be incorporated into all dishes - was 
revealed to them only seconds before the 
clock started ticking. 
It was portobello mushrooms. 
"We weren't planning on getting a vegetable 
for the mystery ingredient," said Grand Valley 
Executive Chef Ryan Jones. Grand Valley's 
culinary team had hoped for a mystery meat 
item so it hadn 't included any meats in its 
selection of ingredients. Needless to say, the 
Grand Valley chefs' dishes were vegetarian. 
And apparently, they were delicious , well 
prepared, and beautifully presented. Four 
judges, including two professional chefs and 
GVSU administrators Pat Waring and Mick 
Doxey, tasted and scored all teams' meals. The 
verdict? Grand Valley was rated No. 1. 
continued on page 2 
Photo by Nancy Willey 
Grand Valley's culinary team included, left to 
right, Emil Rousseau, Executive Chef Ryan 
Jones, Ewardo Fuentes, Steve Blomquist, and 
Jimmy Forrest. In front of them are plates of 
their top-scoring salad. 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Ryan's team scored 272 points out of a possible 320, Saginaw Valley 
came in second at 237, and Central (whose chefs won the first Chef's 
Challenge last fall and cooked at GVSU last week wearing CMU football 
jersies) came in third . 
"We killed them with the salad," reported Deb Rambadt, marketing 
manager for campus dining at GVSU, referring to Grand Valley's tom 
spinach salad arranged with grilled pineapple, salsa and toasted bread. 
And portobello mushrooms. 
The competition was extremely labor intensive, but fun, said Ryan. Will 
there be a rematch? You bet - probably in the fall semester. 
University sponsors Camp Fire 
letter-writing event 
Grand Valley is again one of the sponsors of the Camp Fire USA 
Absolutely Incredible Kid Day and organizers are looking for faculty, 
staff and students to write letters. 
The eighth annual Absolutely Incredible Kid Day is March 18. Last year 
the Grand Valley community wrote 1,500 letters to students in Grand 
Rapids Public Schools. Letters are brief and positive; organizers say chil-
dren enjoy receiving a personalized letter. 
Barbara Reinken , associate professor of education, said she hopes to col-
lect 2,000 letters this year. The deadline is March 1 in order for letters to 
be distributed to students. To adopt a group of students and obtain Camp 
Fire stationery for letter writing, call Reinken at x13347 or send an e-mail 
to reinkenb@gvsu.edu . 
Deadline for service award extended 
The deadline for nominations for the Outstanding University Service 
award has been extended to April 1. The award is given at Convocation. 
Criteria includes significant contributions in a specialty area, influential 
involvement in the community, service to the university for at least 10 
years , creativity in bridging university and community links, modeling 
intellectual and professional excellence, having exceptional character and 
conduct. 
Call Catherine Earl, chair of the Outstanding University Service Award 
Committee, at x17178 with questions. 
Pictured are cast and crew members from 'King Henry,' a Shakespeare 
Festival production. Organizers are looking for more volunteers this 
year. 
Shakespeare Festival seeks new members 
As the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival enters its 11th year this fa ll , 
organizers are looking for faculty and staff volunteers to strengthen its all-
campus planning committee. 
The oldest and largest Shakespeare Festival in Michigan, GVSF attracts 
nearly 6,000 patrons to its events each year and brings national and inter-
national talent to campus for its annual celebration of Shakespeare and the 
Renaissance. 
"We 've lost several key committee members the past few seasons due to 
retirements, changes in staffing , and other causes," said Alfred Sheffield , 
a member of the design team for the festival 's stage productions. "We 
have a number of important projects that need directors to plan activities 
and supervise the numerous student interns assigned to festival tasks." 
Roger Ellis, founding director of Grand Valley 's Theatre Arts program, is 
stage director of this year's production of the Bard's "Measure for 
Measure." He pointed to the need for an education director to guide the 
festival 's extensive programs aimed at tri-county schools. Other areas in 
need of faculty and staff participation include audience development , 
fund-raising, publicity, accounting and budgeting , and volunteer services. 
While some GVSF committee appointments are compensated, others are 
voluntary. Those interested in learning more are asked to visit the GVSF 
website at www.gvsu.edu/shakes or contact Festival Director Robin Reese 
at xl2149. 
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FORUM 
Volume 28, Number 27 Football in the House 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly dur-
ing the summer. The submiss ion deadline is 
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to 
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum @gvsu.edu . 
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 6 16-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW Photo courtesy of Michigan House of Representatives Laker football players and coaches were formally congratulated for winning a second straight nation-
al championship by members of the state House and Senate on February 18. The team, pictured with 
many representatives from West Michigan, was recognized on both the House and Senate floors and 
later joined by lawmakers at lunch. 
What's Ahead 
Acclaimed novelist to read 
from her work 
Rosellen Brown, 
called "one of our 
most talented writers" 
by fellow novelist 
Annie Dillard, will 
read from her work 
during a presentation 
on Wednesday, 
February 25. 
Her presentation will 
begin at 7 p.m. at the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. A reception and book-
signing session will follow. 
Brown is the author of five novels including the 
New York Times bestseller Before and After 
(1992), which was translated into 23 languages 
and made into a film starring Meryl Streep and 
Liam Neeson. Her latest novel , Half a Heart , 
and three previous books , Civil Wars, Tender 
Mercies and The Autobiography of My Mother, 
received acclaim from book critics and other 
reviewers and authors. 
Brown is also the author of three collections of 
poetry and numerous essays and stories. Her 
works have been published in magazines and 
her short stories have appeared frequently in 0 . 
Henry Prize Stories , Best American Short 
Stories, and Pushcart Prizes. One is included in 
the recently published bestseller, Best Short 
Stories of the Century, edited by John Updike. 
Recognition of Brown 's work includes awards 
from the American Academy and Institute of 
Arts and Letters, fellowships from the 
Guggenheim Foundation and the National 
GVFaces 
Lois Smith Owens 
School of Social Work director of 
admissions 
"Here comes the giant ," co-workers say when 
Lois Smith Owens walks into a room. 
Owens, director of admissions and recruitment 
for Grand Valley's graduate School of Social 
Work, was honored in January with a Giants 
Award, the Ethel Coe Humanities Award. 
The Giants Awards , initiated in 1983 by Grand 
Rapids Community College and the African-
American community, reflect the history of 
Grand Rapids . Each of the 13 awards is named 
for someone who pioneered change that fos -
tered the inclusion of minorities in Grand 
Rapids. 
Owens said her colleagues were very proud. 
"We ' re all very close in this department; we're 
like family," she said. 
Family is what brought Owens back to West 
Michigan. She was raised in Manistee and has 
lived in Chicago, New York, Washington, D.C ., 
and Ann Arbor. 
Endowment for the Arts, among others, and 
being selected as one of Ms. Magazine's 12 
"Women of the Year" in 1984. She currently 
teaches in the graduate creative writing pro-
gram at the School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago . 
Expert on 'Buffalo Soldiers' 
to speak, display artifacts 
A descendent of a Civil War-era soldier will 
serve as a guide through America's old West 
during two presentations on "Buffalo Soldiers" 
as part of Grand Valley's celebration of Black 
History Month . 
Legislation in 1866 officially designated six 
African-American Army units to serve as 
peacetime soldiers. Cheyenne Indians recog-
nized their fighting spirit and began calling the 
men "Buffalo Soldiers" out of respect. 
John Bell in period clothing. 
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Retired educator John Bell will transport audi-
ence members back to the late-1800s during his 
presentations on Thursday, February 26. Bell 
will speak at noon in Loosemore Auditorium at 
the De Vos Center and at 6 p.m. in the Cook-
DeWitt Center. The presentations are free and 
open to the public. For information , call the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs at xl2177. 
Along with his presentation, Bell will display 
several original Civil War artifacts. He possess-
es one of the largest collections in the country, 
including a weapon that belonged to Gen. 
George Custer, plus period guns, slave chains 
and uniforms . 
Bell is a descendent of former Buffalo Soldier 
Addison Taylor. He now lives in Colorado and 
lectures around the country. 
Classic movie re-edit 
shown at Loosemore 
A re-edited version of "Metropolis ," the 1926 
film by Fritz Lang , will be shown on Friday, 
February 27 , in Loosemore Auditorium of the 
De Vos Center. 
Mitch Walcott , of IT/Media Services, said the 
new musical score by Jeff Mills, of Axis 
Records, "blends wonderfully" with the sci-fi 
film . The si lent movie is considered by many 
fi lm critics to be one of the best movies ever 
produced . The plot takes place in 2026 and 
foreshadows an out-of-control industrial revolu-
tion in which the workers run the machines, but 
the machines run the lives of the workers. 
The screening is free and open to the public. 
The movie will begin at 7:30 p.m., doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. 
···--------------------------
"My mom is 
93 and I 
wanted to 
come home to 
care for her," 
she said. 
Many of 
Owens ' eight 
brothers and 
sisters also 
live nearby. 
Owens has 
left a lasting Lois Smith Owens 
impression in each city where she has lived. 
"I like to be involved in the community, I've 
been an activist no matter where I've lived . Most 
of my work has been in the theater," she said . 
It 's that type of work that led to the Giants 
Award. 
"I'm a storyteller. I've written, directed, and 
produced plays for women and about women," 
she said. 
One of her favorites is a play she directed that 
follows the life of Malcolm X. It's a play she 
would like to produce someday at Grand Valley. 
Before coming to Grand Valley in 1998, Owens 
worked as a social worker in Chicago, parole 
officer in Washington , D.C. , teacher at the 
University of Virginia and the State University 
of New York. She described her life as 
unplanned. 
"My life has simply unfolded ... like an onion 
not a flower," she said. "When you grab a tiger 
by the tail, you've got to hang on and go for the 
ride." 
Owens attributed her success to her parents 
who, with little or no education themselves, 
taught her how to read before she was 5. "Their 
biggest gift was a world of books; as a child I 
spent hours in the library," she said. 
Owens is 65 and said she sees no reason to 
retire. "There are two benefits to being my age, 
you're still alive and you can collect Social 
Security," she joked. 
As for her future plans: "When I'm 70 I'd like 
to join the Peace Corps ," she said. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon. Feb. 23 
12 noon-2:50 p.m.: English Department 
Colloquia Series: Relationship of English to 
Ghanaian Languages in Education, presented 
by Laura Vander Broek and Shinian Wu. 161 
LHH. Call x13405 for more information. 
2 p.m.: Women 's Commission meeting. 161 KC. 
Call xl2748 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. University 
Concert Band. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
Tues., Feb. 24 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert . Varsity Men 
and University Arts Chorale. LAT, PAC. Call 
xl3484 for more information. 
Wed., Feb. 25 
7:30-9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. 142 KC . Call xl2622 for 
more information. 
7 p.m .: Writing Department presents reading by 
fiction writer and poet Rosellen Brown. CDC. 
Call xl341 l for more information. 
Thurs., Feb. 26 
8:15 a.m.-3 p.m.: The Department of 
Mathematics annual Math in Action 
Conference. EC. Call xl2040 for information . 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. The Baird Trio. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information . 
12 noon: Black History Month event: Buffalo 
Soldiers in the American West, presented by 
John Bell. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
xl2177 for more information. 
4-6 p.m.: Wellness Center "How To" Scuba 
Clinic. PH-swimming pool. Call xl3659 for 
more information. 
6 p.m: Black History Month event: Buffalo 
Soldiers in the American West, by John Bell. 
CDC. Call x 12177 for more information. 
8 p.m .: Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies presents "Who was Herbert Hoover? 
The Political Odyssey of a Misunderstood 
Man," by George Nash . Gerald R. Ford 
Museum, Grand Rapids. Call x12770 for 
more information. 
VENTS 
8 p.m.: Black History Month event: Soulfest. 
Grand River Room, KC . Call xl2177 for 
more information. 
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. GVSU 
Symphony Orchestra. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 
for more information. 
Fri., Feb. 27 
7:30- 9 a.m.: Toastmasters International Club 
weekly meeting. University Club Room, 
DEV. Call xl 7337 for more information . 
7:30-8:30 p .m.: Media Services Department 
hosts re-edit of "Metropolis." Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x16637 for more 
information . 
Mon., March 1 
7-8 :30 p.m.: The Hauenstein Center for 
Presidential Studies sponsors World Affairs 
Council event: "Perils and Promise of 
Democracy Building in Latin America, with 
Lessons for Iraq," presented by Marilyn 
AcAfee. Performing Arts Center, Aquinas 
College. 1607 Robinson Road, Grand Rapids. 
Call xl2770 for more information . 
···------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Kevin R. den Dulk, assistant professor of politi-
cal science, was interviewed by WOOD-TV 8 
about the role of "NASCAR dads" in the presi-
dential election. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
Publications and other materials produced by 
Institutional Marketing received a gold award 
(image advertising series) and merit awards (At 
a Glance brochure, bus signs, logo/letterhead, 
course catalog) from the Admissions Marketing 
Report. 
WGVU-TV received an award from the 
Michigan Association of Broadcasters for Best 
News Special for "Gerald R . Ford: Turning 90," 
produced by Ken Kolbe, Rob Byrd and Mike 
Grass, at the 2004 Broadcast Excellence Awards. 
WGVU Radio and anchor David Moore 
received awards from the Michigan Association 
of Broadcasters for Excellence in a 
News/Documentary Series at the 2004 Broadcast 
Excellence Awards. 
Xuefeng Chu , assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , co-authored an article, 
titled "Semidiscrete Pesticide Transport 
Modeling and Application," which was pub-
lished in Journal of Hydrology. 
Alan Steinman , director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, has been selected to be a 
member on the federal government's Science 
Advisory Board review of USEPA's Report on 
the Environment. 
Michael A. Yuhas, professor of accounting and 
taxation, co-authored a paper, titled "Income Tax 
Issues on the Death of a Member of a 
Professional Service LLC," published in the 
Journal of Taxation . 
Thomas V. Schwarz, director of the Center for 
Free Enterprise, received the Teaching 
Excellence Award 2002-2003 by the Graduate 
Program in Decision Sciences of the Athens 
University of Economics and Business. 
Accounting faculty Stephen R. Goldberg and 
Joseph H. Godwin, co-authored book reviews 
of Economic Value Management and Six Sigma 
for Financial Professionals that were published 
in the Journal of Corporate Accounting & 
Finance. 
Patrick Fuliang Shan , assistant professor of 
history, published an article, titled "Frontier of 
Not? The Chinese Communist Revolution and 
Heilongjiang Frontier Society," in American 
Review of China Studies . He presented a paper, 
titled "From Warriors to Farmers: the Changing 
Social Status of Manchu and Mongol 
Bannermen in the Heilongjiang Frontier, 1905-
1931" at the American Historical Association 
conference. 
Annis Water Resources Institute faculty Richard 
Rediske, Don Uzarski, Michael Chu and 
Thomas Burton from MSU were awarded a 
$138,000 grant from the EPA's Great Lakes 
National Program Office to investigate the 
extent and ecological effects of contaminated 
sediments in the Mona Lake watershed. 
Kate Remlinger, associate professor of English, 
presented papers , titled "Meanings of the Ethnic 
Label Yooper: Where Identity and Language 
Attitudes Meet" and "Debunking Language 
Myths in the Linguistics Classroom," at the 
American Dialect Society/Linguistics Society of 
America annual meetings in Boston. 
Mathematics faculty Filiz Dogru, Karen 
Heidenreich, Ted Sundstrom and Clark Wells 
attended the Annual Joint Meetings of the 
American Mathematical Society and the 
Mathematical Association of America in 
Phoenix . 
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